This book provides a rather comprehensive literature review on the topic of neuroanantomy of pain and changes associated with neuropathic pain states with more than 800 references cited. The references date back to as early as 1951, but some of the more recent literature of the last three years seems to be ignored.
Overall, this is, in our opinion, not a book of sufficient interest to an anaesthetist or pain clinician to justify its rather high price for a monograph of 70 pages of text.
S Seven papers from authors around the world cover a variety of issues including paediatric transplantation, perioperative care of the living donor and recipient in Japan, the use of recombinant activated factor VII in liver transplantation, portopulmonary hypertension and hepatopulmonary syndrome, renal failure in endstage liver disease, supportive care after brain death for the donor candidate, antifibrinolytics, metabolic issues in liver transplantation and immunosuppressive agents.
Although in many ways a subspecialty text, the papers on metabolic issues, renal failure, the use of recombinant factor VII and the supportive care of the donor candidate after brain death are the better papers that have much more to offer to the broader anaesthetic community.
Better management of donors has significant longterm benefits for recipients. The use of thyroxine or triiodothyronine, methylprednisolone, vasopressin and insulin, especially in combination, can markedly improve long-term donor outcome. However, the timing of the introduction of these therapies can involve significant ethical considerations.
Education of all medical practitioners with respect to liver disease becomes even more important as the impact of the rising incidence of hepatitis C in our community has its full effect in the future.
Australia is well represented in the text by an excellent paper on recombinant factor VII by Dr Neville Gibbs from Perth. The issue is also a credit This 1900-question multi-choice exam preparation booklet is now in its sixth edition. The title has changed from the MGH Board Review of Anesthesiology and the current senior editor has been involved with three of the previous editions.
It is designed for the American Board of Anesthesiology written and oral examination, including re-certification and the Maintenance of Certification in Anesthesiology (MOCA) program. This is now compulsory in the USA after ten years of practice for graduates after 2000 on time-limited certificates and will be the only voluntary program available to all U.S. anaesthetists after 2009.
Similar to the previous edition in 2004, the book has 17 chapters including seven on basic sciences, nine subspecialty chapters and a final practice examination of 350 questions.
Every question in the book is referenced to one or more of six well known textbooks by Miller, Longnecker, Barash, Hardman, Cote and Stoelting (new to the sixth edition).
The questions are type A and K (now phased out of our final examination) and the introductory chapter includes tactics on answering multi-choice papers as well as a guide to study using this book. It is interesting that a text on knowledge revision is giving tips on beating the system if that knowledge is lacking! This latest edition covers new topics such as BIS monitoring, updates on pain management, complications of anaesthesia, ethics and quality assurance and does this with the occasional graph, X-ray and diagram.
Reviewing the book I found it surprisingly alluring. I could flick through topics of interest, test my knowledge, and then get instant gratification by checking the answers and theory behind them. It occurred to me that it might be a useful "coffee table" manual for registrar's lounges or private hospital tea rooms.
Whilst it is difficult to recommend this book as either preparation for the ANZCA final examination or practice for the multi-choice section given that our bank is far more relevant to Australian and New Zealand trainees, this new edition covers a lot of material and 1900 questions with explanation goes a long way to covering our syllabus.
Until re-certification examinations become compulsory in Australia there is probably no great need to own this text, but teaching hospital libraries might consider this updated edition for trainees. P. Ragg Melbourne, Victoria
